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Lions most often live in groups called prides, but
can also be found in pairs. Each pride has a male
lion who is the dominant leader of the group.

HOW CAN YOU HELP THEM?

Research and
get involved!
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African lion numbers are thought to have declined by over 40% in the just three generations. The main threats are retaliatory or preemptive killing to protect people and livestock, and decreasing natural prey and habitat (for example, due to expanding human settlements and therefore less available grazing). When their natural prey is scarce, lions
can cause grave losses to livestock, which can destroy the income of local people. Climate change is another increasing threat - extreme weather may cause more droughts or delay the rains, affecting lions’ prey. They’re also killed for the illegal wildlife trade. In recent years, the demand for lion bone as a substitute for tiger bone in traditional Asian
medicine has risen. Panthera leo Mammalia Carnivora Felidae Vulnerable In the wild they live for between 10 and 14 years. You can see our family of lions in the Pride of Pembrokeshire enclosure. Conservation The number of African lions in the wild is declining and they’re now thought to be at risk of extinction. Over the last ten years their numbers
have gone down by 30%. The main threat facing African lions in the wild is being killed as part of organised hunts. Fun facts about lions Lions are the only cats that live in groups. A group, or pride, can be up to 30 lions, depending on how much food and water is available. Female lions are the main hunters. While they’re out looking for food, the
males guard the pride’s territory and their young. A lion’s roar can be heard up to eight kilometres away. Lions scent mark their territory, using their wee, to create a border. Impress your friends with everything you know about lions! Where do lions live? African lions are mostly found in sub-Saharan Africa. They used to be found all over Africa but
now they have mostly disappeared from North Africa and are at risk of extinction in West Africa. Lions live in savannahs and grasslands, where some cover and plenty of water can be found. Can you adopt a lion? If lions are your favourite animal you can adopt a lion for a one off payment that includes a cuddly lion toy, an adoption certificate, a lion
fact sheet and the name of the adopter displayed at the lion enclosure. What do lions eat? Lions hunt for food every few days. They will feed from their kill and then rest until they hunt again. We follow this pattern in zoos, as our lions have two “starve” days out of seven. They usually kill medium sized mammals, such as zebra, deer and wildebeest.
They often eat animals which have been killed by another hunter, such as hyenas. At Folly Farm we feed our lions chunks of meat. We also give them whole dead animals to eat. It’s good for them to eat the whole animal, as the fur, skin and bones give their teeth a good clean. It also helps with ‘enrichment’, which means getting our animals to act as
they would in the wild. Can I feed a lion? You can! On a Folly Farm lion experience you enter the lion’s yard, spend time with our lion keepers, and feed the lions meat on skewers through the fence - this is the perfect experience for any lion fan and is not to be missed. What is a group of lions called? The name for a group of lions is a ‘pride’. What
noise do lions make? Both male and female lions roar. They usually start off with a few long, deep roars followed by shorter, faster ones. Lions also make other noises. They meow, hiss and snarl, like domestic cats, but louder. Do all lions look the same? Male lions are much bigger than females and they have large manes, or hair, which covers their
head and neck and stretches underneath to their belly. Lion cubs have light spots on their fur when they are born. These fade when they grow up and they help camouflage, or hide, them when they’'re young. How many big cats are there? There are five types of big cat - tiger, lion, jaguar, leopard and snow leopard. How many types of lion are there?
The main two types of lion are the African and the Asian but there are thought to be eight in total. Here’s a list: Barbary lion Asiatic lion West African lion Masai lion Congo lion Southwest African lion Transvaal lion Ethiopian lion How long do lions sleep for? Lions are the laziest of all the big cats, and can sleep for 16-20 hours each day. How many
babies does a lion have? A lioness usually gives birth to between one and four lion babies. Our lioness Luna, had four female cubs with our male Hugo when they lived at Longleat Safari Park. We're proud to be members of the British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA) and the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA). Our
membership means we share knowledge with leading zoos across the UK and Europe, and we learn from them too. CUB CUTIE: Young African lions grow up in prides with between 3 and 40 other felines. Females usually live with the pride for life, but males often leave when they’'re a few years old.

CUB CUTIE: Young African lions grow up in prides with between 3 and 40 other felines. Females usually live with the pride for life, but males often leave when they’re a few years old. Photograph by Martin Willis, Minden PicturesFor all of their roaring, growling, and ferociousness, lions are family animals and truly social in their own communities.
They usually live in groups of 15 or more animals called prides.Common Name: African lionsScientific Name: Panthera leoSize: Head and body, 4.5 to 6.5 feet; tail, 26.25 to 39.5 inchesWeight: 265 to 420 poundsLion prides can be as small as 3 or as big as 40 animals. In a pride, lions hunt prey, raise cubs, and defend their territory together. In prides
the females do most of the hunting and cub rearing. Usually all the lionesses in the pride are related—mothers, daughters, grandmothers, and sisters.Many of the females in the pride give birth at about the same time. A cub may nurse from other females as well as its mother. Each pride generally will have no more than two adult males.Wow! - Lion
GymnasticsIn this episode of Moment of... watch a lioness as she hunts for her dinner. You’ll be amazed by what happens when she leaps for her lunch!While the females usually live with the pride for life, the males often stay for only two to four years. After that they go off on their own or are evicted by other males who take over the pride. When a
new male becomes part of the pride it is not unusual for him to kill all the cubs, ensuring that all future cubs will have his genes. The main job of males in the pride is defending the pride's territory. A male's loud roar, usually heard after sunset, can carry for as far as five miles (eight kilometers). The roar warns off intruders and helps round up stray
members of the pride.Hunting generally is done in the dark by the lionesses. They often hunt in groups of two or three, using teamwork to stalk, surround, and kill their prey. Lionesses aren't the most successful of hunters, because they usually score only one kill out of several tries. After the kill the males usually eat first, lionesses next—and the cubs
get what's left. Males and females fiercely defend against any outside lions that attempt to join their pride.Because of their size, strength, and predatory skills, lions are considered one of the “big cats.” Tigers, cheetahs, leopards, jaguars, and cougars are also part of this grouping.Take the big cat quiz to see how much you know about these fierce
felines. Then, just for fun, see which wild cat you’re most like with our personality quiz.African LionLions are the only big cats that live in groups called prides, which consist of mostly related females, their cubs, plus one or two adult males. Learn more amazing facts about these amazing creatures in this video from National Geographic Kids. This post
may contain affiliate links to our partners like Chewy, Amazon, and others. Purchasing through these helps us further the A-Z Animals mission to educate about the world's species..The lion is Africa’s apex predatorThe lion is one of the largest, strongest, and most powerful felines in the world, second only in size to the Siberian Tiger. They are the
largest cats on the African continent. While most big cats are solitary hunters, lions are incredibly sociable animals that live together in family groups called pride. They are some of the world’s most popular animals.Incredible Lion Facts!Between 1993-2014, the IUCN estimated the population of lions decreased by 42%. Due to poaching and habitat
loss, its estimated there may be fewer than 20,000 lions left today.While lions are generally social animals, prides generally consist of 80% females. For this reason, only about one in eight male lions survive to adulthood. Groups of male lions sometimes band together, controlling vast swaths of territory. One famous band of male lions in South Africa’s
Kruger National Park controlled over 170,000 acres and was estimated to kill more than 100 rival lions and cubs. Lions are animals that have long been kept in zoos and in captivity. In 18th century England, the price of admission to the Tower Menagerie (the pre-cursor to the London Zoo) was three pence, or a cat or dog to be fed to the lions!The
largest lion ever recorded weighed 690 pounds and was shot in South Africa in 1936. Ancient lions were even larger than today’s largest lions, and reached up to 1,153 pounds!The lion is considered one of the “African Big Five.”For our full list of incredible lion facts, see our 13 mind-blowing lion facts page.Lion Scientific Name and ClassificationThe
scientific name for lions is Panthera leo. The genus Panthera is of Greek origin and comprises big cat species such as tigers, lions, jaguars, and leopards that have the ability to roar. Leo is the Latin word for lion.There are two types of lion subspecies. One is named Panthera leo melanochaita and lives across South and East Africa. The second lion
subspecies has the scientific name Panther leo leo and lives in West Africa, Central Africa, and Asia. You may see references to African and Asiatic lions. Up until 2017, there were two recognized subspecies, the African and Asiatic lions, but scientists reclassified lions that year. For more information on the types of lions see our full lion classification
guide.Lion Anatomy and AppearanceLions have a short coat of tawny or golden fur with a long tail that has a tuft of longer fur at the end. The markings on their coats are much fainter than the bold stripes and spots displayed on other felines which helps these large carnivores in going unseen when stalking prey in the long grasses. Lions have strong
and powerful jaws that contain 30 teeth in total which includes four fang-like canines and four carnassial teeth that are perfectly designed for slicing through flesh.Lion Mane The lion is one of the largest cats in the world with males being taller and heavier than females and displaying a mane of long hair around their faces (in fact, it is the only case
in the feline world where males and females actually look different). Thought to be connected with testosterone levels, the mane of the male lion ranges from blonde to red, brown, and black in color and covers their head, neck, and chest.White Lions Several big cat species have been observed in the wild with color mutations, such as the white tiger
or black panther. Likewise, there is an uncommon color mutation of lions that leaves their coat extremely pale.Unlike white tigers which are albino - that is, lacking in color pigments in their coat - the coat of white lions is caused by recessive traits. The uncommon nature of white lions led to them being captured and moved into captivity in the
second half of the 20th century.Today, white lions are bred across many zoos and wildlife parks. For example, in North America, six white lions are located at Parc Safari near Montreal, Quebec as of 2020. However, they’'re now being reintroduced back into environments in South Africa and are successfully breeding and hunting in their native
environments.Lion Distribution and HabitatHistorically, Lions would have been found throughout much of Africa and even in parts of Europe and Asia as well. Today, however, they have been pushed into more isolated pockets of their once vast natural range with the remaining African Lion population now only found in countries in sub-Saharan
Africa. There is also still a small population of Asiatic Lions found inhabiting a remote part of the Gir Forest in India.Despite their dwindling numbers, Lions are actually incredibly adaptable animals that can and will inhabit very dry climates as they get most of the moisture they need from their food. They prefer areas of open woodland, scrub, and
long grasslands where there is not only plenty over cover but also a wide variety of prey. They are only not found in areas of rainforest or far into deserts.Lion Population — How Many White Lions Are Left?Like other big cat species, the lion is under threat from habitat loss and hunting. Between 1993 and 2014, the population of lions decreased by
42%. The IUCN'’s last assessment places the adult population between 23,000 to 39,000 mature individuals. Today, lions as a species are listed as “Vulnerable,” a step above being declared “Endangered.” While the Africa lion’s population likely numbers over 20,000, Asiatic lion populations are estimated to number just 600 individuals. Asiatic lions
are limited to just a single wildlife sanctuary in India that measures just 545 square miles (1,400 sq. km). Further growth in the population of Asiatic lions will rely on reintroduction into new habitats in India.Scientists believe that 10,000 years ago lions were the most widespread mammal outside of humans. However, today their range is a fraction of
its historical size. This comes from the extinction of two unique lion species near the end of the last ice age and habitat loss that has reduced the range of lions Barbary lion The Barbary lion used to live across the North Coast of Africa, with a range that stretched from Egypt to Morocco. Until recently, it was believed to be a distinct subspecies of
lion, but research now shows it’s genetically similar to Asiatic lions.The Barbary lion was largely hunted to extinction in the 19th century. The last documented sighting was in Algeria’s Atlas Mountains in 1942 (although, skins were found on illegal markets into the 1980s, suggesting the Barbary lions may have survived longer), leaving the lion
regionally extinct in North Africa. Today, Barbary lions aren’t recognized as unique subspecies, but for much of the 20th century, they were believed to be.Cape lion The Cape lion used to live in South Africa and was defined by a darker mane than many other lion populations. Today, the Cape Lion is recognized as a subpopulation rather than a
different species or subspecies. There have been no lions found in the Cape lion’s range since 1858.Cave lion (Panthera leo spelaea) The Cave lion was a species of lion that stretched across Eurasia and into Alaska and went extinct with the collapse of the mammoth steppe about 12,000 years ago. The species lived across all of continental Europe and
many archeological drawings of lions from that area depict cave lions. The species was larger than today’s surviving lions. In recent years, a number of frozen cave lion cubs have been discovered in Russia’s permafrost.American lion (Panthera leo atrox) Another lion species that disappeared roughly 12,000 years ago during a period of global climate
change, the America lion’s ranged stretched across most of the modern-day United States and Mexico. The American lion is notable for being the largest lion species. Its habitat was similar to today’s African lion, with it hunting across large grasslands on large mammals like bison, deer, and even mammoths.Lion Behaviour and LifestyleLions are
unique among cats as they live together in strong social groups. A pride is made up of 5-15 related females and their cubs along with a generally single male (small groups of 2 or 3 though are not uncommon). Male Lions patrol a territory of around 100m? marking trees and rocks with urine and roaring to warn off intruders. Although male Lions can
defend their pride to great effect, their position in the pride is constantly under threat from other males who try to take over their patch and if successful, they will kill any cubs that were sired by the previous male. Despite their enormous size, male Lions actually do hardly any of the hunting as they are often slower and more easily seen than their
female counterparts. The Lionesses in the pride hunt together meaning that they are not only more successful on their trips, but they are also able to catch and kill animals that are both faster than them and much bigger.Lion RoarLion roars can be extremely loud, reaching about 114 decibels in volume. Their roar is loud enough to breach the pain
threshold of human hearing! Lion roars are louder than any big cat, and can be heard from a distance of about 5 miles away (8 km). The ability to roar at such a high volume is due to unique adaptations in the lion’s vocal folds. Lions generally roar as a warning and to defend their territories. Beyond warning off males, lion roars also allow members of
the pride to find one another as its sound can travel such long distances.Lion Reproduction, Cubs, and LifespanBoth male and female lions are able to reproduce between the ages of two and three but despite this, they will often not breed until the pride has been firmly established. After a gestation period that lasts for nearly four months, female lions
give birth to between one and six cubs that are born blind and are incredibly vulnerable in their new surroundings. The fur of lion cubs is covered in darker spots that help to camouflage them into their den to protect them whilst the adults have gone out to hunt.Sadly, however, less than half of cubs make it to be a year old and four out of five have
died by the time they are two, generally either from animal attacks or starvation. Remarkably though, the female lions in the pride will have their cubs at around the same time and will help to suckle and care for the cubs of other females. Lion cubs suckle on milk until they are about six months old and although they won’t begin actively hunting until
they are about a year old, lion cubs start to eat meat after 12 weeks or so.Like most big cats, lions live about 10 to 15 years. In captivity, lions have lived quite a bit longer than in the wild. In 2016, the Philadelphia Zoo was had to euthanize a 25-year old female lion after it began suffering from limited mobility.Lion Diet and PreyThe Lion is a large and
carnivorous animal that survives only by eating other animals in order to sustain itself. Lions eat a diet that consists of buffalo, wildebeests, and even giraffes. Depending on the abundance and variety of prey species within their territory, Lions primarily catch gazelle, zebra, and warthog along with a number of antelope species by following the herds
across the open grasslands. They will not turn their noses up though at hunting alone should the situation arise and will happily steal the kill of another animal. Once the animal has been caught though, circumstances change as the females will allow the male Lion to eat first before indulging themselves. The cubs however are at the bottom of the pile
and have to be content with what remains once the adults have finished.Unlike other felines, lions are not solitary hunters but instead, the lionesses work together in order to chase down and catch their prey with each female having a different strategic role. This strategy allows them to kill animals that are both faster and much larger than they are.
A study of 1,300 lion hunts found that when hunting individually, their success rate on hunts was 17-19%. However, when hunting in groups, success rates jumped to 30%.0On average, lions eat about 17 to 20 lbs (8 to 9 kg) of meat per day. Males can about 100 pounds in a day (43 kg), while females can eat 55 pounds (25 kg).For a complete analysis
of the diet of lions, make sure to read ‘What Do Lions Eat? 15 Foods They Hunt.‘Lion Predators and ThreatsThe lion is the most dominant predator within its environment meaning that other animals pose little or no threat to them, with the exception of hyena packs that can cause fatal damages to lions particularly when they are on their own and food
is about. Lions are seen as a great threat by many other species including both giraffes and elephants which are easily capable of fatally injuring a lion to try and warn it off. More than other species, the significant threat to lions is other lions. In South Africa’s Sabi Sands a group of male lions formed a coalition that’s believed to have killed more than
100 lions across a territory that eventually ranged across 170,000 acres. Male lions will often kill one another while attempting to seize control of prides, and then will also kill cubs of prides to ensure a gene pool that’s not theirs is passed on.Lion numbers have also been severely affected by diseases passed through hyenas from wild dogs, with more
than 1,000 lions having died from canine distemper between 1993 and 1997.Lion Relationship with Humans However, the biggest threat to Lions is people who not only kill them out of fear (and historically as trophies) and the encroachment of agriculture and cities. Lions have been admired and feared by people for centuries, but due to both hunting
and growing human settlements, lions have been wiped out from a vast portion of their historical natural range.Although they do not naturally see people as prey, African Lions have been known to sneak into villages (sometimes of great size) to find food, and are known to attack up to 700 people every year, with Lions being responsible for 100
human fatalities annually in Tanzania alone. In 1898, two Lions in Kenya (known as Tsavo lions - a pair of mane-less Lion) became famous for killing and eating over 130 rail-road workers over a period of around 9 months.3 more lion facts Remember to read our full lion facts page to get a full list of the most incredible facts on this remarkable species.
You'll find facts like:Young lions practice role playing! Young Lion cubs spend a great deal of time playing together which actually helps them to develop their hunting techniques. This method of role-playing in cubs also helps females to determine whether or not they would be suited better to chasing and cornering prey, or catching and killing
it.Lions have small hearts and lungs and must rely on stealth and teamworkThe Lion has large paws with soft pads underneath and sharp retractable claws on the end of each toe which aid them in running, climbing and catching their prey along with also being good defense mechanisms. The structure of their feet and legs means that they are also
able to jump distances over 10 meters. Lion hearts weigh about 1,175 grams, which in relation to their body size is significantly smaller than many of the herbivores they hunt. Their heart and lung size means lions can only exert themselves for small distances and must rely on teamwork and sneaking up close to prey before beginning their hunt.The
world’s most famous lion survived a plane crash One of the most famous depictions of a lion is the roaring lion at the start of film’s from MGM studios. To raise publicity for this lion, in 1927 MGM flew their mascot across the country, but in a flight from San Diego to New York the plane crashed. The original MGM lion survived the plane crash and
survived four days on a diet of sandwiches and milk! View all 57 animals that start with LWho would win in a fight: A lion or a silverback gorilla?The longer answer is that the territory of the two species rarely overlaps. While lions are called the “kings of the jungle” they prefer open areas for hunting. Male lions may move into more wooded areas,
however.Gorillas predominately live in rain forest or heavily forested areas. The two species could meet at the edge of their respective territories.Today, the lion is listed by the IUCN as an animal that is “Vulnerable” from extinction in its natural environment in the near future. With global lion populations decreasing an estimated 42% between 1993-
2014, lions continue to be under threat from hunting and habitat loss.The Asiatic subspecies of lions is listed as “Endangered” by the IUCN. With only about 600 individuals living in a single forest, the species has seen its numbers rising in recent years, but needs a second population established to continue seeing its population rebound from the brink
of extinction.Lion vs. Tiger: Which is the more dominant predator?As the two largest big cats, lions and tigers are often compared to one another. Surprisingly, in 2019 the range of these two big cats overlaps each other for the first time in a generation! That’s because Asiatic lions are limited to India’s Gir National Park, which has long been outside
the range of tigers. However, in 2019, for the first time in 27 years, a tiger was spotted in the same Indian state as Gir National Forest.While competition between the two species hasn’t existed in nature recently, incidents have occurred in captivity. Roman emperors used to pit the species against one another with mixed accounts of which species
held the upper hand. In more modern times, a Bengal tiger at the Ankara Zoo slipped into the lion cage in 2010. It killed the lion with a single paw swipe to its neck.When a male lion and a female tiger mate, their offspring is known as a “liger.” While lions and tigers diverged as species nearly 7 million years ago, they can breed with one another. All
known ligers were created from species held in captivity, with reports of ligers going back more than 200 years. The defining feature of ligers is their enormous size, they can weigh twice as much as lions and are the largest big cat ever observed. For more information on ligers, you can access our complete page on this unique animal.How much does
a lion weigh?Lions generally weigh 120 to 250 kg (264 lbs to 550 lbs). A comprehensive study of 344 lions in South Africa found that males had an average weight of 187.5 kg (413 lbs), while females on average weighed 124.2 kg (273 1bs).The largest lion ever recorded in the wild was a 313 kg (690 1b) lion that was shot in 1936. Male lions in captivity
have been observed growing larger, in part because when they’re neutered they lose their manes and tend to become obese.Male lions stand about 4’2” (1.2 m), or about 3’4” (1 m) at their shoulders while females stand 2°10” (.9 m) at their shoulders and 3’9” overall (1.1 m). The length of lions can range from 4.7 ft (1.4 m) to 8.2 ft (2.5 m).While lions
can grow taller than most big cats, liger hybrids have been measured to 4’'5” at their shoulders, with their overall height reaching 6 feet tall!Are Lions herbivores, carnivores, or omnivores?Lions are Carnivores, meaning they eat other animals.What Kingdom do Lions belong to?Lions belong to the Kingdom Animalia.What phylum do Lions belong to?
Lions belong to the phylum Chordata.What class do Lions belong to?Lions belong to the class Mammalia.What family do Lions belong to?Lions belong to the family Felidae.What order do Lions belong to?Lions belong to the order Carnivora.What genus do Lions belong to?Lions belong to the genus Panthera.What type of covering do Lions have?Lions
are covered in Fur.Lions live in sub-Saharan Africa.In what type of habitat do Lions live?Lions live in open woodlands, scrub, and grasslands.What are some predators of Lions?What is the average litter size for a Lion?The average litter size for a Lion is 3.What is an interesting fact about Lions?Lions live in small groups called prides!What is the
scientific name for the Lion?The scientific name for the Lion is Panthera leo.What is the lifespan of a Lion?Lions can live for 8 to 15 years.What is a baby Lion called?A baby Lion is called a cub.How many species of Lion are there?There are 2 species of Lion.What is the biggest threat to the Lion?The biggest threat to the Lion is habitat loss.What is
another name for the Lion?The Lion is also called the African lion.A Lion can travel at speeds of up to 35 miles per hour.Who will win a fight between a Komodo dragon and a lion?A lion would win a fight against a Komodo dragon. Lions are larger, heavier, and have something that the Komodo dragon lacks: the ability to kill their enemy with a single
blow. Sure, the Komodo dragon has osteoderms that can prevent some damage from being done, but a lion can simply bite the less-guarded neck of the lizard and kill it very quickly. Who Would Win in a Fight Between a Leopard and a Lion?Who would win a fight between a lion and a giraffe?A giraffe would win a fight against a lion. Notice that we
said one giraffe would win against a single lion if they were both fully grown. Lions mostly kill giraffes when they are young, and they will often use their pride to kill a larger giraffe. Who would win a fight between a king cobra and a lion?A lion would win a fight against a king cobra. The lion has many advantages that would help it in this endeavor.
For one thing, the lion only needs one bite to completely kill the king cobra. With a running start, it could easily snatch up the snake in its paws and bite its head off before the snake could react.Who would win in a fight between a lion and a zebra?Who would win a fight: Porcupine vs Lion?The lion is an ambush predator, and it’s fast enough that it
could take a porcupine by surprise in the right situation, flipping it over and clawing or biting it to death.Who would win in a fight: a lion or a Kangal?A lion would win in a fight against a Kangal. However, the Kangal likely shows more skill than a lion using agility and speed. The lion is simply larger and stronger overall- a Kangal is unlikely to survive
any serious fight.Who would win a fight between a Lion and a Siberian Tiger?A Siberian tiger would win a fight against a lion. Simply put, Siberian tigers are larger and more powerful than lions. Even though the two have many bodily attributes that are similar to each other, the tiger has more power behind their attacks and a better chance of
ambushing the lion.
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